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Policy 

I. Custody awards made by the Family or District Court may not be modified by the Superior Court 
except on an appeal based on the Family or District Court order. 

 
II. Problems may occur when a petition for divorce or separation is brought in Superior Court after the 

Family or District Court has made a custody award.  RSA 169-C: 4 contains provisions that are 

intended to prevent the Superior Court from awarding the custody of a child to a parent who lost 
custody in Family or District Court due to abuse and/or neglect. 

 
III. If a temporary order of custody is granted by the Superior Court, DCYF checks with the Family or 

District Court to determine whether there has been a finding of abuse or neglect.  If a finding has 
been made, the Superior Court must be notified in writing by the CPSW.  The Family or District 

Court order takes precedence and may be changed or modified only through appeal under RSA 

169-C: 28. 
 

 

http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/rsa/html/NHTOC/NHTOC-XII-169-C.htm

